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I would like to congratulate Representa-
tives Smith and Stenholm for their excellent
work in crafting and stewarding through the
House this important legislation.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7104—National
Homeownership Week, 1998
June 5, 1998

Homeownership has always been the foun-
dation of the American Dream. Generations
of Americans have worked hard and set aside
their savings so that they might enjoy the se-
curity and stability of owning their own
home. The partnership forged between the
Federal Government and the private sector
during this century has succeeded in bringing
that dream closer to reality for all our citi-
zens.

The National Housing Act, which Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt signed into law more
than 60 years ago, made homeownership
available to millions of families who pre-
viously could not have afforded to buy their
own homes. The G.I. Bill of Rights extended
the opportunity of homeownership to a
whole new generation of Americans, ena-
bling millions of our service men and women
to start a new life in their own homes.

Building on this legacy, in 1995 I convened
the National Partners in Homeownership—
a coalition of 139 community-based local
partnerships and 65 national groups rep-
resenting the housing industry, lenders, non-
profit organizations, and all sectors of govern-
ment—to dramatically increase homeowner-
ship opportunity in America. And my Admin-
istration’s economic strategy to reduce the
deficit, invest in our people, and open foreign
markets has led to lower mortgage rates,
more jobs, and higher family incomes.
Thanks to the success of our strategy and the
efforts of the National Partners in Home-
ownership, we now have the highest home-
ownership rate in America’s history.

Our Nation’s commitment to homeowner-
ship has brought us extraordinary rewards,
invigorating the construction and related in-
dustries, creating new jobs, and enhancing
our prosperity. The next generation of Amer-

ican homes will also improve our environ-
ment. The new partnership I recently
launched with America’s building industry—
the Partnership for Advancing Technology in
Housing—will dramatically improve the en-
ergy efficiency of new homes, reducing the
greenhouse gases that cause global warming
and cutting homeowners’ energy bills. Most
important, homeownership has encouraged
millions of Americans to save and invest, to
take pride in their neighborhoods, and to
take an active, responsible role in the life of
their communities.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim June 7 through
June 13, 1998, as National Homeownership
Week. I urge all Americans to observe this
week with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities that celebrate the re-
wards of homeownership.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 9, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 10. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
June 6, 1998

Good morning. Before I begin today’s ad-
dress, I want to speak very briefly about the
most important issue before the Congress
right now, one that affects our children most
of all: the tobacco bill.

This is a critical moment of truth for Con-
gress. Senator McCain and Senator Hollings
and others have brought to the floor a land-
mark proposal to protect our children from
tobacco. There’s broad consensus for this
bill. It’s reasonable, bipartisan, in the best
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interest of our children. But for weeks now
the Senate hasn’t acted, as a few Members
have done everything they could to protect
big tobacco by putting off a vote.

Today I say to them the delay has gone
on long enough. You are not just trying to
kill the tobacco bill; you are standing in the
way of saving one million children’s lives. The
American people will not stand for it. The
Senate should do nothing else until it passes
tobacco legislation, and it should pass it this
week.

Thirty years ago, like millions of young
Americans, I scaled the heights of hope with
Robert F. Kennedy in his campaign for Presi-
dent. I watched intently in the last days be-
fore my graduation from college as he took
his case to the American people, confronting
new challenges, posing new questions, reach-
ing across the racial divide, and reaching out
to the forgotten Americans. Thirty years ago
today I, like so many others around the
world, felt pain, despair, a sense of deeply
personal loss, and a sense of loss for my coun-
try that our troubled land had been denied
a leader who could bind us together, change
course, and move us forward.

Today I’m pleased to be speaking to you
from the home of Congressman Joe Kennedy
in Massachusetts, where Hillary and I have
gathered with Mrs. Kennedy and her chil-
dren, Senator Edward Kennedy, and other
members of the Kennedy family to observe
this day. Robert Kennedy would wish us not
to dwell upon his loss but to celebrate his
life and carry on his legacy. In his all too
short life, he lost much, but he never lost
faith. In suffering, he struggled to find wis-
dom.

On the night our Nation lost Martin Lu-
ther King, Robert Kennedy appeared before
a shocked and grieving crowd in Indianapolis.
The night was cold; the moment, tense.
Hunched in a black overcoat, he stood before
the crowd and said, ‘‘Let us dedicate
ourselves to what the Greeks wrote so many
years ago, ‘to tame the savageness of man
and make gentle the life of this world.’ ’’

Like Martin Luther King, Robert Kennedy
dedicated himself to that, and his life en-
riched and ennobled our Nation. Robert
Kennedy ran for President, he said, to close
the gaps between black and white, between

rich and poor, between old and young. In
a time of division, more than any American,
he bridged those gaps, reaching out to starv-
ing families in the Mississippi Delta and to
factory workers in Chicago, to migrant work-
ers in Northern California and struggling
teens in Harlem. He touched their lives and,
just as important, they touched his.

He changed and grew as a result, becom-
ing a fuller person and a better, wiser leader.
In changing times, Robert Kennedy was one
of the first to see that old solutions did not
always fit new challenges, either at home or
abroad. We can do better, he so often said,
and he pushed his Government and himself
to do no less. To him, in a time of change,
labels like ‘‘left’’ and ‘‘right’’ meant little.
Dogmas that kept us from moving forward
were to be discarded. But he did not discard
his passionate convictions or his steely deter-
mination to act on them. They infused his
public service and his last campaign with a
power and purpose we can still feel today.

Yes, Robert Kennedy’s legacy is alive today
in the work of his family in public service,
in the work of those of us he inspired, in
the hearts of his fellow Americans. The dis-
tance of three decades cannot silence the
strength of his words or lessen the impact
of his actions. We still hear his voice appeal-
ing to the best qualities of the American spir-
it. We still strive to answer his insistent chal-
lenge to do good and to do better.

And on this day of reflection, when the
thoughts of all Americans are with his large
and loving family, we can do the memory
of Robert Kennedy no greater honor than
to dedicate ourselves as he did, to tame the
savageness of man and make gentle the life
of this world.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:45 p.m. on
June 5 at a private residence in Boston, MA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 6. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on June 5, but the first three paragraphs
were embargoed for release until 10:06 a.m. on
June 6. The remainder of the transcript was made
available for immediate release on June 5.
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1 White House correction.

Remarks to the United Nations
Special Session on the World Drug
Problem in New York City
June 8, 1998

Mr. Secretary-General, President
Udovenko, Executive Director Arlacchi, dis-
tinguished fellow leaders. Today we join at
this Special Session of the U.N. General As-
sembly to make common cause against the
common threat of worldwide drug trafficking
and abuse.

Let me begin by thanking my friend Presi-
dent Zedillo for his vision in making this ses-
sion possible, and for his courageous resolve
against drugs. And I thank all the nations rep-
resented here who are committed to fight
for our children’s future by fighting drugs to-
gether.

Ten years ago, the United Nations adopted
a pathbreaking convention to spur coopera-
tion against drug trafficking. Today, the po-
tential for that kind of cooperation has never
been greater, or more needed. As divisive
blocs and barriers have been dismantled
around the world, as technology has ad-
vanced and democracy has spread, our peo-
ple benefit more and more from nations
working and learning together. Yet the very
openness that enriches our lives is also ex-
ploited by criminals, especially drug traffick-
ers.

Today we come here to say no nation is
so large and powerful that it can conquer
drugs alone; none is too small to make a dif-
ference. All share a responsibility to take up
the battle. Therefore, we will stand as one
against this threat to our security and our
future.

The stakes are high, for the drug empires
erode the foundations of democracies, cor-
rupt the integrity of market economies, men-
ace the lives, the hopes, the futures of fami-
lies on every continent. Let there be no
doubt, this is ultimately a struggle for human
freedom.

For the first time in history, more than
half the world’s people live under govern-
ments of their own choosing. In virtually
every country, we see the expansion of ex-
pressions of individual liberty. We cannot see
it all squandered for millions of people be-
cause of a perverse combination of personal

weakness and national neglect. We have to
prove to the drug traffickers that they are
wrong. We are determined, and we can make
a difference.

Nations have shown that with determined
and relentless efforts, we can turn this evil
tide. In the United States, drug use has
dropped 49 percent since 1979. Recent stud-
ies show that drug use by our young people
is stabilizing, and in some categories, declin-
ing. Overall cocaine use has dropped 70 per-
cent since 1985. The crack epidemic has
begun to recede. Last year, our Coast Guard
seized more than 100,000 pounds of cocaine.
Today, Americans spend 37 percent less on
drugs than a decade ago. That means that
over $34 billion reinvested in our society,
rather than being squandered on drugs.

Many other nations are making great
strides. Mexico set records for eradication in
1997. Peruvian coca cultivation has been
slashed 42 percent since 1995. Colombia’s
growing aerial eradication program has de-
stroyed tens of thousands of hectares of coca.
Thailand’s opium poppy growth is steadily
decreasing, this year alone down 24 percent.

The United States is also a partner in glob-
al law enforcement and interdiction efforts,
fighting antidrug and—funding antidrug and
crime training for more than 8,250 1 officials
last year. In 1997 Latin American and Carib-
bean governments seized some 166 metric
tons of cocaine. Better trained police, with
improved information sharing, are arresting
more drug traffickers around the world.

Joint information networks on suspicious
financial transactions are working in dozens
of countries to put the brakes on money laun-
dering. By the end of the year 2000, the
United States will provide assistance to an
additional 20 countries to establish and
strengthen these financial intelligence units.
We must and we can deprive drug traffickers
of the dirty money that fuels their deadly
trade.

We are finding strength in numbers, from
the antidrug alliance the Western Hemi-
sphere forged at the recent Summit of the
Americas, to the steps against drugs and
crimes the G–8 leaders agreed to take last
month. The U.N. International Drug Control
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